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- Letter to Editor

2017 Measles-Rubella Vaccination Campaign in India

Dear Editor,

The member states of the United Nations have agreed
to eliminate measles and rubella, and bring about an
end to the associated deaths in newborns and children
by 2030, and thus aid in the accomplishment of the
Sustainable Development Goals.!' Both measles and
rubella are major public health concerns and account
for a significant socioeconomic burden on the families
in particular and the community in general.” In India,
more than 2.5 million children acquire measles infection,
while close to 49,000 infected children die each year,
which in itself accounts for 37% of the disecase-specific
deaths worldwide.l! Further, rubella infection leads to the
development of birth defects in almost 40,000 children
annually in the nation."

Even though due to the constant efforts of the health
workers, expansion of the immunization activities (like an
increase in the coverage of the first dose of measles vaccine
or the introduction of a second dose of vaccine in routine
immunization schedule since 2010), and because of
the strengthening of the surveillance activities, a 51% fall
has been observed in the measles-specific mortality rates
between 2000 and 2015, yet a lot needs to be done.!'!

To ensure protection against the vaccine-preventable
diseases and to improve the health standards of people,
the Health Ministry has initiated a Measles-Rubella (MR)
vaccination campaign in the nation, starting from
three states and two union territories.'! This campaign
has been implemented in collaboration with different
stakeholders (international/national welfare agencies and
nongovernmental organizations).!'! The aim of the campaign
is to reach more than 400 million children (aged 9 months
to 15 years) in the next couple of years and administer
a single shot of MR vaccine regardless of their earlier
vaccine or disease status.[

The plan is to provide the vaccine free of cost across the
states in schools, health facilities, and in outreach sites.[!]
However, for the campaign to be effective, no child should
be left behind, and hence it is extremely important that
all the stakeholders (viz., parents, community leaders,
teachers, and health workers) should actively participate in
the campaign.l'! Eventually, the plan is to introduce the MR
vaccine in the national immunization schedule and replace
the existing strategy of administering two doses of measles
vaccine, at 9-12 months and 16-24 months of age.!!

To conclude, the decision of the Health Ministry to
launch MR vaccination campaign in India is a major
development to safeguard the health standards of

vulnerable children and reduce the

incidence of deaths.

simultaneously

Financial support and sponsorship
Nil.

Conflicts of interest

There are no conflicts of interest.

Saurabh RamBihariLal Shrivastava,
Prateek Saurabh Shrivastava,
Jegadeesh Ramasamy

Department of Community Medicine, Shri Sathya Sai Medical College
and Research Institute, Chennai, Tamil Nadu, India

Addpress for correspondence:

Dr. Saurabh RamBihariLal Shrivastava,

3" Floor, Department of Community Medicine, Shri Sathya Sai Medical
College and Research Institute, Ammapettai, Thiruporur-Guduvancherry
Main Road, Sembakkam Post, Kancheepuram - 603 108,

Tamil Nadu, India.

E-mail: drshrishri2008@gmail.com

Received: 25 Feb 17 Accepted: 23 Jun 17
Published: 09 Mar 18

References

1. World Health Organization. India’s  Measles-Rubella
Vaccination Campaign a Big Step Towards Reducing
Childhood Mortality, Addressing Birth Defects; 2016. Available
from: http://www.searo.who.int/mediacentre/features/2017/
india-measles-rubella-vaccination-campaign/en/. [Last accessed
on 2017 Feb 25].

2. Shrivastava SR, Shrivastava PS, Ramasamy J. Measles in India:
Challenges and recent developments. Infect Ecol Epidemiol
2015;5:27784.

3. Shrivastava SR, Shrivastava PS, Ramasamy J. Enormous need to
improve the global measles vaccination coverage: World Health
Organization. MAMC J Med Sci 2016;2:109-10.

This is an open access article distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons
Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 3.0 License, which allows others to remix, tweak,
and build upon the work non-commercially, as long as the author is credited and the new
creations are licensed under the identical terms.

Access this article online

Quick Response Code: Website:

www.ijpvmjournal.net/www.ijpm.ir

DOI:
10.4103/ijpvm.IJPVM_122_17

How to cite this article: Shrivastava SR, Shrivastava PS, Ramasamy J.
2017 Measles-Rubella vaccination campaign in India. Int J Prev Med
2018;9:31.

© 2018 International Journal of Preventive Medicine | Published by Wolters Kluwer - Medknow

© 2018 International Journal of Preventive Medicine | Published by Wolters Kluwer - Medknow 1



