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Dear Editor, COVID‑19 is an important new emerging 
infection. This new coronavirus infection can cause severe 
respiratory illness and death. The disease first emerged in 
China then Thailand and many countries.[1,2] The disease can 
attack people at any age group. Some occupations might have 
high risk to get infections. The examples of those occupations 
are tourist bus driver, taxi driver, and medical personnel. As a 
new disease, the data on the incidence of disease among risk 
occupation risk limited. Here, the authors summarize the local 
data on COVID‑19 from Thailand, the second country that 
disease exists and spread.[3] This is the first report regarding the 
specific rate of infection among medical personnel.

Based on the present data (15 February 2020), the accumulated 
number of COVID‑19 cases in Thailand is equal to 34 cases. Of 
those cases, 1 case is a nurse assistant. The infection occurred 
during close contact for nurse aiding a patient with COVID‑19. 
The incidence rate is of COVID‑19 in medical personnel 
comparing to all cases is equal to 2.94% (95% confidence 
interval  =  0.43‑20.28%). The ratio of occurrence in general 
people and medical personnel is equal to 1:33. There is a high 
chance that the medical personnel get COVID‑19 infection 
during outbreak and might be the source for further spread to 
the others. Specific preventive measure aiming at prevention of 
disease for medical personnel is necessary.

Financial support and sponsorship

Nil.

Conflicts of interest

There are no conflicts of interest.

Pathum Sookaromdee1, Viroj Wiwanitkit1,2,3

1TWS Medical Center, Bangkok, Thailand, 2Honorary Professor, 
Dr. DY Patil University, Pune, Maharashtra, India, 3Visiting Professor, 

Hainan Medical University, Hakou, China

COVID‑19: Ratio of Occurrence in General People and Medical Personnel, 
an Observation from the Second Country that Disease Emerged

Letter to Editor

Address for correspondence:  
Dr. Pathum Sookaromdee, 

TWS Medical Center, Bangkok, Thailand.  
E‑mail: pathumsook@gmail.com

Received: 15 Feb 20	 Accepted: 04 Apr 20
Published: 23 Apr 20

References
1.	 Hsia  W. Emerging new coronavirus infection in Wuhan, China: 

Situation in early 2020. Case Study Case Rep 2020;10:8‑9.
2.	 Yasri  S, Wiwanitkit  V. Editorial: Wuhan coronavirus outbreak 

and imported case. Adv Trop Med Pub Health Int 2020;10:1‑2.
3.	 Sookaromdee  P, Wiwanitkit  V. Imported cases of 2019‑novel 

coronavirus  (2019‑nCoV) infections in Thailand: Mathematical 
modelling of the outbreak. Asian Pac J Trop Med. Available 
from: http://www.apjtm.org/preprintarticle.asp?id=277516. [Epub 
ahead of print] [Last Cited on 2020 Feb 15].

How to cite this article: Sookaromdee P, Wiwanitkit V. COVID‑19: 
Ratio of occurrence in general people and medical personnel, an 
observation from the second country that disease emerged. Int J Prev 
Med 2020;11:41.

© 2020 International Journal of Preventive Medicine | Published by Wolters Kluwer - Medknow

This is an open access journal, and articles are distributed under the terms of the 
Creative Commons Attribution‑NonCommercial‑ShareAlike 4.0 License, which allows 
others to remix, tweak, and build upon the work non‑commercially, as long as 
appropriate credit is given and the new creations are licensed under the identical 
terms.

Access this article online

Quick Response Code: Website:

www.ijpvmjournal.net/www.ijpm.ir

DOI:

10.4103/ijpvm.IJPVM_66_20

[Downloaded free from http://www.ijpvmjournal.net on Saturday, April 25, 2020, IP: 176.102.248.238]


