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Dear Editor,

Wuhan novel coronavirus infection is a new disease 
that has become an important public health problem at 
present.[1] This infection causes respiratory illness and can 
be transmitted from human to human. As a respiratory 
disease, a basic prevention by mask wearing is generally 
used. The special N95 face mask is suggested for 
prevention of the air borne transmission of virus. Here, the 
authors would like to discuss about the efficacy of N95 face 
mask for prevention of Wuhan novel coronavirus infection.

Based on the nanostructure concept proposed by Wiwanitkit,[2] 
the pore size of the protective mask plays important role in 
allowance or prevention of the passage of viral pathogen. For 
novel coronavirus, its estimated size is about 50‑120 nm. This 
size is considered very small and the particle might be able to 
penetrate the N95 face mask. In fact, the non‑effectiveness 
of N95 face mask is the similar observation as the previous 
reports in cases of bird flu and MERS.[2,3]
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